overview
CHAPTER 1

The Koran must be the world•s most famous book that very few have
read and even fewer have understood. There is no time sequence in the
Koran, since the chapters are laid out in order of their length, not in time.
The Koran has been randomized, and the plot has been destroyed. That is
found in the Koran at the bookstore.
Now in less time than it takes to watch a professional sports game, you
can understand the nature of the Koran. Hence, the name: A Two-Hour
Koran. This book is not a complete Koran, but after reading it, you will be
able to pick up a !real" Koran at the bookstore and understand it.

kafir
The Þrst step in learning about Islam is to know the right deÞnition of
words. The language of Islam is dualistic. There is a division of humanity
into believer and kafir (KaÞr). Humanity is divided into those who believe
Mohammed is the prophet of Allah, and those who do not.
KaÞr is the actual word the Koran uses for non-Muslims. It is usually
translated as unbeliever, but that translation is wrong. The word unbeliever is neutral. As you will see, the attitude of the Koran towards unbelievers
is very negative. The Koran deÞnes the KaÞr in the following ways:
The KaÞr is hated#
40:35 They [Kafirs] who dispute the signs [Koran verses] of Allah without
authority having reached them are greatly hated by Allah and the believers. So Allah seals up every arrogant, disdainful heart.
A KaÞr can be beheaded#
47:4 When you encounter the Kafirs on the battlefield, cut off their heads
until you have thoroughly defeated them and then take the prisoners
and tie them up firmly.
A KaÞr can be plotted against#
86:15 They plot and scheme against you [Mohammed], and I plot and
scheme against them. Therefore, deal calmly with the Kafirs and leave
them alone for a while.

1

a two-hour koran

A KaÞr can be terrorized!
8:12 Then your Lord spoke to His angels and said, “I will be with you.
Give strength to the believers. I will send terror into the Kafirs’ hearts,
cut off their heads and even the tips of their fingers!”
A KaÞr can be made war on and humiliated!
9:29 Make war on those who have received the Scriptures [Jews and
Christians] but do not believe in Allah or in the Last Day. They do not
forbid what Allah and His Messenger have forbidden. The Christians
and Jews do not follow the religion of truth until they submit and pay the
poll tax [jizya], and they are humiliated.
A Muslim is not the friend of a KaÞr!
3:28 Believers should not take Kafirs as friends in preference to other
believers. Those who do this will have none of Allah’s protection and will
only have themselves as guards. Allah warns you to fear Him for all will
return to Him.
A KaÞr is cursed!
33:60 They [Kafirs] will be cursed, and wherever they are found, they will
be seized and murdered. It was Allah’s same practice with those who
came before them, and you will find no change in Allah’s ways.
In Islam, Christians and Jews are inÞdels and "People of the Book#;
Hindus are polytheists and pagans. The terms inÞdel, People of the Book,
pagan and polytheist are religious words. Only the word "KaÞr# shows
the common political treatment of the Christian, Jew, Hindu, Buddhist,
animist, atheist and humanist. What is done to a pagan can be done to a
Christian, atheist or any other KaÞr.
The word KaÞr will be used in this book instead of "unbeliever#, "nonMuslim# or "disbeliever#. Unbeliever or non-Muslim are neutral terms,
but KaÞr is not a neutral word. Instead, it deÞnes a subhuman, so it is
bigoted and biased.

the three views of islam
There are three points of view in dealing with Islam. The point of
view depends upon what you believe about Mohammed. If you believe
Mohammed is the prophet of Allah, then you are a believer. If you don•t
believe this, you are a Kafir. The third viewpoint is that of an apologist
for Islam.
Apologists do not believe that Mohammed was a prophet, but they
never say anything that would displease a Muslim. They never offend Islam and condemn any analysis that is critical of Islam as being biased.
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Let us give an example of the three points of view.
In Medina, Mohammed sat all day long beside his 12-year-old wife
while they watched as the heads of 800 Jews were removed by sword.1
Their heads were cut off because they had said that Mohammed was not
the prophet of Allah. Muslims view these deaths as necessary because
denying Mohammed•s prophet-hood was an offense against Islam. Beheading is the accepted method of punishment for this and is sanctioned
by Allah.
KaÞrs look at this event as proof of the jihadic violence of Islam and as
an evil act. They call it ethnic cleansing.
Apologists say that this was a historic event, that all cultures have violence in their past, and that no judgment should be passed.
According to the different points of view, killing the 800 Jews was either
evil, a perfect godly act or only another historical event, take your pick.
This book is written from the KaÞr point of view and is therefore, Kafir-centric. Everything in this book views Islam from how it affects KaÞrs,
non-Muslims. This also means that the religion is of little importance.
Only a Muslim cares about the religion of Islam, but all KaÞrs are affected
by Islam•s political views.
Notice that there is no right and wrong here, merely different points of
view that cannot be reconciled. There is no possible resolution between
the view of the KaÞr and the Muslim. The apologist tries to bring about a
bridge building compromise, but it is not logically possible.

what is the koran?
According to Islam, the Koran contains the exact words of the only
god of the universe. It is complete, perfect, eternal and universal. It is also
unintelligible.
About 20 years after Mohammed•s death, Uthman, the caliph, produced the current Koran and then took and burned all of the sources.
The Koran that Uthman produced was not the historical Koran of
Mohammed. In the historical Koran each chapter followed the other as
Mohammed•s life unfolded. The historical Koran was easy to understand.
If that original historical form is reproduced, then the resulting Koran can
be understood by anyone.

1
The Life of Muhammad, A. Guillaume, Oxford University Press,
1982, pg. 464.
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the difficulty of knowing the koran
1. It is arranged from the longest chapter to the shortest chapter. This
destroyed the story of the Koran.
2. Each chapter has a bewildering array of topics.
3. It is very repetitive. The story of Moses is told 39 times.
4. There is no context to many verses. This is very confusing.
5. It is contradictory.
The sum total is that the Koran is confusing, contradictory, makes no
sense, and is strange, violent, threatening and unpleasant. It•s difÞcult to
understand and daunting to read.

summary
The Koran can be made understandable by using:
$ Chronology!putting the verses in the original historical order
$ Categorizing!the method of grouping verses around the same
subject.
$ Context!using Mohammed•s life to explain the circumstances and
environment of the text.
The life of Mohammed is known from an ofÞcial biography, called the
Sira, written by Ibn Ishaq, Sirat Rasul Allah. The Sira has been integrated
into the Koran text. This restores the original historical Koran of Mohammed•s day. After you read this Koran, you will be able to pick up a "real#
Koran, and it will be easily understood.

reference numbers
The information in this book can be traced back to the source by use
of the reference numbers:
I234 is a reference to Ibn Ishaq•s Sirat Rasul Allah, translated by A. Guillaume as The Life of Muhammad. This is a reference to margin note 234.
12:45 is Koran chapter (sura) 12, verse 45.
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4:13 These are the limits set up by Allah. Those who obey Allah
and His Messenger will be led into the Gardens watered by
flowing rivers to live forever. This is the ultimate reward!

comment
When Mohammed•s life is integrated into the Koran, it gives context
and meaning to the verses. The Koran says 91 times that Muslims are to
imitate Mohammed. This is the reason that every chapter in this Koran
starts with a verse reminding the world that the Koran has no meaning
without Mohammed.

the prophet
At the age of forty Mohammed began to have visions and hear
voices. He said that the angel Gabriel came to him with a brocade with
writing on it and commanded him to read. The angel said:
I152

Recite: In the name of your Lord, Who created man from clots of
blood.
96:3 Recite: Your Lord is the most generous, Who taught the use of the
pen and taught man what he did not know.
96:1

Mohammed awoke from his sleep. He hated the insane and his thoughts
were that he was insane. He thought to kill himself by jumping off a cliff.
Half way up the hill, he heard, !Mohammed, You are the apostle of Allah and I am Gabriel." Then Mohammed began to receive what he called
revelations such as:
Surely, We have revealed it [the Koran] on the night of power. And
who will explain to you what the night of power is? The night of power is
better than a thousand months. On that night the angels and the spirit
descended with their Lord’s permission, to do their every duty and all is
peace until the break of day.

97:1
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Merciful Allah has taught the Koran, has created man, and has
taught him to speak. The sun and the moon follow their exact courses,
and the plants and the trees bow down in adoration. He has uplifted the
sky and set the balance of justice so that you may not exceed the right
measure. Measure fairly, and do not cheat the balance.
55:10 He has prepared the earth for his creatures. On it there are fruits
and palms with sheathed clusters and husked grains and fragrant plants.
Which of your Lord’s blessings would you deny?
55:14 He has created man from clay like a potter, and He created the jinn1
from smokeless fire. Which of your Lord’s blessings would you deny?
55:17 He is the Lord of the east. He is the Lord of the west. Which of your
Lord’s blessings would you deny?

55:1

the first convert
I156 Mohammed!s wife, Khadija, was the Þrst convert. From the Þrst she

had encouraged him, believed him. She did not think him to be deceived
or crazy.
Soon he stopped hearing voices or seeing visions and became depressed
and felt abandoned. Then his visions started again and said:
93:1 By the brightness of the noonday sun and by the night at its darkest,

your Lord has not forgotten you, and He does not hate you.
93:4 Certainly the future will be better than the past, and in the end your
Lord will be generous to you, and you will be satisfied. Did He not find
you living like an orphan and give you a home? Did He not find you lost
and give you guidance? Did He not find you poor, and did He not give
you enough?
Mohammed began to tell others who were close to him of words in his
visions.
1:1 In the Name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful.
1:2 Praise be to Allah, Lord of the worlds. The Compassionate, the Merci-

ful. King of the Judgment Day.
1:5 Only You do we worship, and to You alone do we ask for help. Keep us
on the straight and narrow path. The path of those that You favor; not
the path of those who anger You [the Jews] nor the path of those who go
astray [the Christians].
What do you think of him who treats Our religion as a lie, who
trusts that others will raise the orphan, and does not urge others to feed

107:1

1. Islam has an entire world of spirits called jinns (genies). They can inßuence humans for good or bad.
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the poor? Woe to those who pray, but whose prayers are careless and to
those who make a show of devotion, but refuse to help the needy.
70:22 Not the devout, who pray constantly and whose wealth has a fixed

portion set aside for beggars and the destitute, and those who believe in
the Judgment Day, and those who fear their Lord’s punishment—because
no one is safe from their Lord’s punishment—and who control their sexual desires (except with their wives or slave-girls, with them there is no
blame; but whoever indulges their lust beyond this are transgressors),
and who keep their trusts and promises, and who tell the truth, and who
are attentive to their prayers. These will live with honors in Gardens.
92:5 He who gives alms and fears Allah and accepts the good, to him We

will make the path to happiness easy. But he who is greedy and does
not think he needs Allah’s help and calls the good a lie, to him We will
make the path to misery easy. And what good will his wealth do him
when he dies?
92:12 Certainly it is up to Us to guide man and certainly the future and
the past belong to Us. Therefore I warn you of the blazing Fire. Only the
most wretched will be thrown into it, those who call the truth a lie and
turn their backs.
92:17 Those who fear Allah will escape it and so will those who give away
their wealth so that they may be purified; and who give freely without
hope of reward, except seeking the pleasure of his Lord, the most high,
certainly in the end they will be content.

The Koran of Mecca records the swearing of many oaths sworn.
95:1 I swear by the fig and the olive, by Mount Sinai, and by this inviolate

land [Mecca]! We have created man in a noble image then reduced him
to the lowest of the low, except those who believe and do the right things,
because their reward will never fail.
95:7 Then, who can convince you that the judgment is a lie? Is Allah not
the best of judges?
By the heaven and the morning star! Who will teach you what the
morning star is? It is the star of piercing brightness. A guardian is set
over every soul.

86:1

86:11 I swear by the heaven that completes its cycle and by the earth that

bursts with new growth, that this [the Koran] is the final word, and it is
not an amusement.
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prayer
Mohammed, his wife and nephew, Ali, started praying at the Kabah
with their new rituals of ablutions and prayer with prostrations. A visitor
asked about this new ritual and was told that it was a new religion.
You [Mohammed] wrapped up in your robe, awake half the night,
more or less, to pray and recite the Koran in a measured rhythm, because We will send down to you a weighty message. Certainly nightfall is
a time when impressions are stronger and speech is more certain. Obviously, the day is filled with constant work.
73:8 Remember the name of your Lord, and devote yourself to Him with
complete devotion. Lord of the east and the west; there is no god except
Allah. Take Him for your protector.

73:1

mecca
Mohammed lived in Mecca, which had been a religious center for
many generations. It had a stone building that was roughly shaped like a
cube and was called a Kabah. One of the many gods in Mecca was Allah,
a moon god. The native religions did not have any formal structure to
the many deities, but Allah was a high god. Allah was the primary god of
Mohammed!s tribe, the Quraysh tribe.
Mohammed declared himself as a prophet in the tradition of the Jews.
The Koran retells the stories of some of the early Jewish prophets, but with
a twist, or differing details.
Abraham
Have you heard the story of Abraham’s honored guests? They went
to him and said, “Peace!” And he replied, “Peace, strangers.” And he
went among his household and brought out a fatted calf, and he set it before them and said, “Do you want to eat?” They did not, and he became
afraid of them. They said to him, “Do not be afraid,” and gave him the
news that he was going to father a wise son. Abraham’s wife came forward with a cry, striking her face, and said, “But I am old and barren!”
51:30 They said, “Your Lord says it is true, and he is wise and knowing.”
51:31 Abraham said, “What errand are you on, messengers?” They replied, “We are sent to a wicked people, to shower them with stones of
clay, sent by your Lord for their excesses.”
51:35 We went to evacuate the believers in the city, but We only found
one Muslim family, and We left signs warning those who fear the painful punishment. Moses was another sign. We sent him to Pharaoh with
manifest authority. But Pharaoh was confident of his might and turned
his back and said, “You are a magician, or insane.” So We seized him

51:24

8

beginning teachings

and his army and cast them into the sea, and he had only himself to
blame.

Moses
79: 15 Have you heard the story of Moses? How his Lord called to him in

the sacred valley of Tuwa, saying, “Go to Pharaoh. He has rebelled, and
say, ‘Do you want to be purified?’ Then I will guide you to your Lord so
that you may fear Him.”
79:20 And Moses showed Pharaoh a great miracle. But Pharaoh denied
it and disobeyed. Furthermore, he turned his back and rebelled against
Allah. He gathered an army and made a proclamation, saying, “I am
your lord, the most high.” So Allah punished him and made an example
of him in this life and the hereafter. Surely this is a lesson for those who
fear Allah.

The Koran adapts the Christian Day of Judgment.
88:1 Have you heard the news of the overwhelming event?
88:2 Some faces will be downcast that day, troubled and

weary, burnt
at the scorching Fire, forced to drink from a fiercely boiling fountain,
with only bitter thorns for food, which neither nourishes nor satisfies
hunger.
88:8 Other faces that day will be joyous, and in a lofty Garden, very
pleased with their past efforts. No vain talk will be heard there. There
will be gushing fountains. There will be raised couches, and goblets
placed nearby, and cushions arranged, and carpets spread out.

Will they consider the camels and how they were made? Or consider how the sky was upraised, and how the mountains are rooted, and
how the earth is spread?
88:21 Warn them, because you [Mohammed] are merely a warner. You
have no authority over them, but whoever turns back and disbelieves,
Allah will punish them terribly.
88:25 Truly they will return to Us. Then it will be time for Us to settle their
accounts.
88:17

The Koran!s most graphical language is found in Paradise and Hell.
56:10 The people who were foremost on earth [the first to follow [Moham-

med], they will be foremost in the hereafter. A large number of those
who lived before are the people who will be brought close to Allah, in
Gardens of delight. A few of those who lived later [after Islam was well
established] will be on decorated couches, reclining on them face to face.
They will be waited on by immortal young boys with goblets and ewers
and a cup of pure wine that gives no headache nor muddles the mind,
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and with fruits that are most pleasing, and with the flesh of birds that
they desire. In compensation for their past good deeds, they will have
houris [heavenly companions of pleasure] with big, dark eyes like pearls
peeking from their shells. They will not hear any vain or sinful talk, only
the cry, “Peace! Peace!”
56:27 The people of the right-hand—Oh! How happy the people of the
right-hand will be resting on raised couches amid thornless sidrahs [plum
trees] and talh trees [banana trees], thick with fruit, and in extended
shade and constantly flowing waters, and abundant fruits, neither forbidden nor out of reach. And We have specially made for them houris,
companions, chaste and pure virgins, lovers and friends of equal age
with them for the people of the right hand, a large number of the people
of old, and a large number of the people of the latter generations.
56:41 The people of the left-hand—Oh, how wretched the people of the
left-hand will be amid scorching winds and scalding water, and in the
shade of black smoke, neither cool nor refreshing. Formerly they were
blessed with worldly pleasures, yet they persisted in terrible sin and used
to say, “What will be resurrected after we have died and crumbled to
bone and dust? What about our fathers, the men of old?”
56:49 Say: Yes, the former and the latter. They will all be gathered at the
appointed hour.
56:51 Then those who denied [Mohammed was a prophet] and erred will
certainly eat from the Ez-zakkoum tree [a tree of Hell], and they will
gorge themselves with it. Then they will drink scalding water and will
drink like a thirsty camel. This will be their feast on the Judgment Day!
Say: The truth is from your Lord. Let those who will, believe. Let
those who will, be Kafirs. We have prepared a Fire for the Kafirs that is
like the walls and roof of a tent. It will enclose them. If they cry for relief,
they will be showered with water that is like molten brass which scalds
their faces. What a dreadful drink and resting place!

18:29

40:70 Those who reject the Book and the revelations with which We have

sent our messengers will soon know the truth. When the yokes and the
chains are on their necks, they will be dragged into the boiling waters
then they will be thrust into the Fire and burned. Then it will be said to
them, “Where are the ones whom you made partners with Allah?”
I161 Any

person who rejected the revelations of Mohammed would be
eternally punished in Hell. The culture of religious tolerance in Mecca
now had a new religion which preached the end of tolerance. Only Islam
was acceptable.
I166 Since the word was out, Mohammed began to openly preach his
new doctrine. He had been private for three years before he went public.
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The Arabs had always believed in jinns, invisible beings created from Þre.
Now they appeared in the Koran.
Say: I seek protection with the Lord of men, the king of men, the
judge of men, and from the mischief of gossips, who whisper into the
hearts of men tales against the jinn and men.

114:1

51:56 I

created jinn and man only to worship me. I need no livelihood
from them, and I do not need them to feed me. Truly, Allah is the sole
sustainer, the possessor of power, and the unmovable!

The other deities in Mecca were attacked.
Do you see Al-Lat and Al-Ozza, and Manat [Arabic deities] the
third idol? What? Do you have male children and Allah female children
[Arabs called angels the daughters of Allah]? That is an unfair division!
53:23 These are mere names. You and your fathers gave them these names.
Allah has not acknowledged them. They follow only their own conceits
and desires, even though their Lord has already given them guidance.
53:19

Mohammed!s task in Mecca was difÞcult.
52:29 Therefore, continue to warn men. By the grace of your Lord, you are

neither insane, nor a soothsayer.
52:30 Will people say, “He is a poet! Let us wait until his fortunes turn.” ?
Say: “Wait,” because truthfully, I will wait with you.
52:32 Is it their dreams that cause them to do this? Or is it because they
are a perverse people? Will they say, “He has written it [the Koran] himself?” No! It is because they did not believe. If that is true, let them write
a book like it.

The Meccans said that there was no Day of Doom. The Koran:
83:1 What! Do they believe that they will not be resurrected on the great

day when all men will stand before the Lord of the worlds? Yes! The
register [a record of actions] of the wicked is in Sidjin [a place in Hell
where the sinners’ records are kept]. And who will make you understand what Sidjin is? It is a complete record.
83:10 Woe on that day to those who deny Our signs, who regard the Judgment Day as a lie! No one regards it as a lie except the transgressor or
the criminal, who, when Our signs are recited to him, says, “Old wives
tales!” No! Their habits have become like rust on their hearts. Yes, they
will be veiled from their Lord’s light that day. Then they will be burned
in Hell. They will be told, “This is what you called a lie.”
83:18 No! But the register of the righteous is in Illiyoun [a place in Paradise where the actions of the righteous are recorded]. And who will make
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you understand what Illiyoun is? It is a complete record, attested to by
the angels nearest Allah.
83:22 Surely, the righteous will live among delights! Seated on bridal
couches they will gaze around. You will see the delight in their faces.
Fine wines, sealed with musk, will be given them to drink. For those who
have aspirations, aspire for wine mixed with the waters of Tasnim, a
fountain where those close to Allah drink.
83:29 Sinners used to jeer at the believers and wink at one another when
one passed by, and they jested as they returned to their own people.
When they see believers, they say, “Those people have gone astray.” And
yet they were not sent to be the guardians of those people.
83:34 On that day the faithful will mock the Kafirs, while they sit on bridal couches and watch them. Should not the Kafirs be paid back for what
they did?
I167 There was open hostility in the town. Quarrels increased, arguments got very heated. Complete disharmony dominated the town. The
tribe started to abuse the recently converted Muslims.
I171 Many of the rich and powerful, who resisted Mohammed, earned
their place in the Koran.
96:9 What do you think of a man [Abu Jahl] who holds back a servant of
Allah [Mohammed] when he prays? Do you think that he is on the right
path, or practices piety? Do you think that he treats the truth as a lie and
turns his back? Does he not know that Allah sees everything?
96:15 No! Certainly if he does not stop, We will grab him by the forelock
[cutting off or holding by the forelock was a shame in Arabic culture],
the lying, sinful forelock! Let him call his comrades [the other Meccans].
We will call the guards of Hell. No, do not obey him, rather, adore and
get closer to Allah.
111:1 Let the hands of Abu Lahab [Mohammed’s uncle and an opponent]

die and let him die! His wealth and attainments will not help him. He
will be burned in Hell, and his wife will carry the firewood, with a palm
fiber rope around her neck.

In what would be very fortuitous for Mohammed, the Arabs of
Medina were attracted to Mohammed!s message. Since half of their town
were Jews, the Arabs of Medina were used to the talk of only one god.
I178
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